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The Research Logic of Regional Economics and the Construction of
Regional Economics with Chinese Style
Zhang Keyun' > Sun Peng'

( 1. Institute of Urban and Regional Economics School of Applied Economics Renmin University of China Beijing 100872  China;
2. Information Center for Social Science Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract: Regional economics is an emerging discipline of applied economics. The research orientation of
realistic problems and the theoretical characteristics of regional development differentiate this discipline from
other economic disciplines in their characteristics. There has been a debate between the Geography School and
the Economics School in the field of traditional spatial economic research the essence of which is the
opposition between empiricist epistemology and rationalist epistemology. Regional economics should absorb the
epistemological quintessence from various schools following the research logic of the “three contrasts” that
is the logic of particularity in contrast with generality the logic of spatiality contrast with temporality and the
logic of pertinence in contrast with guidance; and also following the research logic of the “three coexistences”
that is the logic of necessity in coexistence with contingency the logic of operatability in coexistence with
academic rationality and the logic of induction in coexistence with deduction. With the research logic of
regional economics  ‘the view that policies are useless” is a pseudo—-proposition. In order to construct regional
economics with Chinese style we should promote innovation in both research and decision-making do a good
job of telling Chinese stories and solve China’s regional problems.
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